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What Works? 

O Enhanced teaching 

O  of the key components of English literacy has 

clear benefits for language-minority students: 

O Phonemic awareness 

O Phonics  

O Fluency 

O Vocabulary 

O Text comprehension  



What works? 

• Instruction in these  key components is 

necessary but not sufficient.  

• Oral proficiency in English is a critical but 

often overlooked area of  instruction. 

• “Literacy programs that provide instructional 

support of oral language development in 

English, aligned with high-quality literacy 

instruction are the most successful.” (August & 

Shanahan, 2008) 



Strategies for Developing 
Literacy in English Learners  

(August & Shanahan, 2008) 

• Take advantage of students’ knowledge of their 
first language: 

– Use books from students’ first language for 
previewing and reviewing. 

– Provide direct instruction regarding cognates. 

• Scaffolding 

– Use motions and gestures and get children 
involved in using motions and gestures (total 
physical response) 

– Building background through illustrations, videos, 
and realia. This provides students with support to 
make the meanings of words clearer. 



Strategies for Developing 

Literacy in English Learners 
(August, 2009) 

O Provide instruction in context 

O Rephrase and engage with students 

O Choral response 

O Total physical response 

O Partner talk 



Classroom Ideas for Developing 
Oral Language in English 

Learners  
(Peregoy & Boyle, 2008) 

O Vocabulary based games 

O Songs 

O Drama 

O Dramatizing poetry 

O Tape-recording children’s retelling of 

wordless picture books 

O Choral Reading 



Systematic Vocabulary 
Instruction for English 

Learners 
• Level 1 vocabulary 

– Concrete, easily definable, translatable 

• Butterfly – mariposa 

• Uncle – Tio 

• Level 2 vocabulary  

– Complex and abstract 

– Plot, among, between, but, so 

• Level 3 vocabulary  

• Specific academic  vocabulary  

– Amoeba, isotope, democracy, geopolitical  



Systematic Vocabulary 
Instruction for English 

Learners  
O Focus on Tier 2 words which many native 

English speakers already know, but English 

learners may not. 

O  But, so, why, then 

O Explicitly, systematically teach a 

combination of Tier 1, 2, and 3 vocabulary in 

context, with a focus on the unique needs of 

English learners. 
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O http://www.colorincolorado.org/educators/c
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Handouts 

O http://www.readingrecovery.org/conference

s/national/nc12/handouts.asp 
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Comprehension of Text 

O Literal understandings: this requires direct recall 
from the text 

O Strategies: retell, compare and contrast, recognize 
main ideas, summarize 

O Interpretive understandings: students must make 
inferences from the information.  

O Strategies: sequencing events, predicting, making 
connections (T:T, T:S, T:W) 

O Evaluative understandings: students make 
judgments as to the content of the material read.  

O Strategies: fact vs. opinion, synthesize information, 
author intent, reality vs. fantasy 













Reading and Analyzing Nonfiction Text 



Free Resources 

O http://www.stenhouse.com/html/goodchoic

e.htm  

 

 

http://www.stenhouse.com/html/goodchoice.htm
http://www.stenhouse.com/html/goodchoice.htm


Attendance for today 


